




CITY OF ROCKWALL 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD (HPAB) MEMO 

 
AGENDA DATE: 05/17/2018 
 
APPLICANT:  Rodney and Fran Webb  
 
AGENDA ITEM: H2018-010; Small Neighborhood Matching Grant for 507 E. Rusk Street 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
Hold a public hearing to discuss and consider a request for a Small Neighborhood Matching 
Grant from Rodney and Fran Webb for a Low-Contributing Property zoned Single-Family 7 (SF-
7) District, situated within the Historic Overlay (HOV) District, addressed as 507 E. Rusk Street, 
further identified as Block 79, B. F. Boydston Addition, City of Rockwall, Rockwall County, 
Texas, and take any action necessary. 
 
PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND: 
 
The applicants are requesting the approval of a Small Neighborhood Matching Grant in 
conjunction with a request for a building permit fee waiver [H2018-011] for the purpose of 
renovating an existing home on a Low-Contributing Property that is located within the Old Town 
Rockwall (OTC) Historic District addressed as 507 E. Rusk Street.   
 
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE PROJECT:  
 
The subject property is located at 507 E. Rusk Street and is recognized as a Low-Contributing 
Property, which indicates the home has highly significant architectural and/or historic 
characteristics.  The home is approximately 1,997 sq. ft., and based on the 2017 Historic 
Resources Survey, the main area was considered to have been constructed in the Folk 
Victorian style in 1890.  The property is zoned Single Family (SF-7) District and is located on the 
northwest corner of E. Rusk Street and N. Tyler Street.    
 
The applicants are requesting approval of a Small Neighborhood Matching Grant in conjunction 
with a building permit waiver [H2018-010] for the purpose of renovating an existing home on a 
Low-Contributing property.  According to the applicants, the purpose of the renovation is to 
replace aluminum widows, installed in 1960, with wood windows that are more compatible of the 
architecture of time period in which the home was originally constructed.  The applicants have 
stated that home has some existing wood windows that will remain and the new windows will 
match the existing windows.  The applicants have provided pictures of the existing aluminum 
windows that are to be removed, as well as the existing wood windows.  In this case, the 
proposed renovation would bring the home closer into conformity with guidelines stipulated in 
Appendix D, Historic Preservation Guidelines, of the Unified Development Code (UDC).  
Additionally, since the applicants plan to match the existing wood windows, the renovation is 
considered to be a “like-in-kind” renovation and does not require a Certificate of 
Appropriateness (COA).   
 
The Small Neighborhood Matching Grants Program is an incentive to encourage small 
improvements or beautification projects for residential properties within the City’s historic 
districts.  This program provides matching funds of up to 50% of the total cost.  For a residential 



property to be eligible for the Small Matching Grant Program, the property must be located 
within the Old Town Rockwall (OTR) Historic District or the Southside Residential Neighborhood 
Overlay (SRO) District and must involve improvements to the outside of the property that are 
visible to the street (i.e. landscaping, painting, replacement of windows, etc).  Based upon the 
applicant’s scope of work, replacing the windows would be eligible for the Small Neighborhood 
Matching Grant.   Properties classified as Low-Contributing shall be eligible for a total grant 
amount of up to $1,000.00.  Based on the estimated valuation of $9,300.00 for the 
remodel/rehabilitation, the applicant is eligible for a total grant amount of $1,000.00.  The 
Historic Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB) approved a small matching grant of $1,000 for 
302 Margaret Street [H2018-007] on April 19, 2018 which leaves $4,000 for Small 
Neighborhood Matching Grant funds to be allocated in FY2018.  Should this request be 
approved, the Small Neighborhood Matching Grant funds would be reduced to $3,000.00.   
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
  
Based on the applicant’s proposed scope of work and the contributing nature of the subject 
property, the applicant is eligible for a building permit waiver, however, of this request is a 
discretionary decision for the Historic Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB).  If the HPAB 
chooses to approve the request, staff would offer the following condition of approval: 
 

1) Any construction, building or demolition necessary to complete this request must 
conform to the requirements set forth by the Unified Development Code, the  
International Building Code, the Rockwall Municipal Code of Ordinances, city adopted 
engineering and fire codes and with all other applicable regulatory requirements 
administered and/or enforced by the state and federal government. 

 



RUSK

TYL
ER

KAUFMAN

SA
N A

NT
ON

IO

SF-7

GR

H2018-010 - 507 E. RUSK STREET
HISTORIC - LOCATION MAP =        

The City of Rockwall GIS maps are continually under development
and therefore subject to change without notice. While we endeavor 
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guarantees. The City of Rockwall makes no warranty, express
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particular purpose. Use of the information is the sole responsibility of

the user.
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City of Rockwall, Texas ● 385 South Goliad Street ● Rockwall, TX 75087 ● (972) 771‐7745 ● www.rockwall.com 

 
June 5, 2018 

 
ATTN: RODNEY AND FRAN WEBB 
RODNEY & FRAN WEBB 
507 E. RUSK STREET 
ROCKWALL, TX 75087 
 

RE:      HISTORIC (H2018‐010), Small Matching Grant 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
                                                                                                           
On 05/17/2018, the Historical Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB) voted to approve Case No. H2018‐010 
with the following conditions of approval:   
 

 HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD: 
 
On  May  17,  2018,  the  Historic  Preservation  Advisory  Board's  (HPAB)  motion  to  approve  a  small 

neighborhood matching  grant  in  the  amount  of  $1000.00 passed by  a  vote  of  6  to  0 with Board 
Member Clark absent. 

 
Please  feel  free  to  contact me  if  you  have  any  additional  questions  concerning  this  request.    Our  office 
hours  are  8:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.,  Monday  through  Friday,  and  our  phone  number  is  (972)  771‐7745.  
Additionally, our offices are located on the first floor of the City Hall, which is located385 S. Goliad Street, 
Rockwall, Texas 75087.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Korey Brooks 
Planner 
Planning & Zoning Department 
City of Rockwall 
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