


CITY OF ROCKWALL 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD (HPAB) MEMO 

 
AGENDA DATE: 04/19/2018 
 
APPLICANT:  HIS Covenant Children, Inc. 
 
AGENDA ITEM: H2018-009; COA for 102 N. Fannin Street (303 E. Rusk Street) 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
Hold a public hearing to discuss and consider a request for a Certificate of Appropriateness 
(COA) from HIS Covenant Children, Inc. to allow for the construction of a monument sign for a 
Landmarked Property situated within the Historic Overlay (HO) District, and zoned Downtown 
(DT) District.  The subject property is located at 102 N. Fannin Street and 303 E. Rusk Street, 
and is further identified as portion of Lot 2, Block 2, Griffith Addition, City of Rockwall, Rockwall 
County, Texas. 
 
PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND: 
 
The subject property is the Old Methodist Church, which was constructed 1913.  This property is 
a Landmark Property and was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 2007.  The 
building is located at the northeast corner of E. Rusk Street and N. Fannin Street, and is zoned 
Downtown (DT) District.  The property is a part of the original town and was constructed in a 
combination of architectural styles -- coined Eclectic Regionalism --, which includes 
Southwestern, Spanish Mission and Depot styles.  The education building (i.e. the area with the 
present day Shops of Legacy Village) was built circa 1950.  Currently, the building houses four 
(4) separate businesses all of which are located in the education building.  The applicant is 
requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for the purpose of constructing a new sign for 
these businesses. 
 
CONFORMANCE TO THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION GUIDELINES: 
 
According to the Appendix D, Historic Preservation Guidelines, of the Unified Development 
Code (UDC) all requests relating to signage shall adhere to the guidelines listed below.  These 
guidelines are intended to assist in the decision making process of the Historic Preservation 
Advisory Board (HPAB) concerning Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) requests.  Staff should 
note that the Historic Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB) does have discretion with regard to a 
determination of a Certificate of Appropriateness’s (COA) conformance to the guidelines 
contained in this section. 
 
Signage, Generally.  
 

(1) An unlighted sign with the address or name of the occupant of the residence may be attached or 
detached and should not measure more than one square foot. 
 

(2) Signs should not obscure significant architectural features of a building or structure. The material, 
shape, color, design and lettering style of all signs should be compatible with the style and period 
of the structure and the Historic District as a whole.  

 
Signage for Commercial Properties.  
 



(1) No signs other than those identifying the property where they are installed or identifying the 
business conducted therein should be permitted. All lighting elements such as wires, junction 
boxes, transformers, ballasts, switches and panel boxes should be concealed from view. 
 

(2) In a building of more than two floors, no sign is permitted above the second floor.  
 

(3) Size should be in proportion to the architecture and scale of the building. Horizontal signs should 
not exceed ten percent of the total front elevation of the building.  
 

(4) Horizontal signs should be located in the area defined by the first floor cornice and the vertical 
supports. A horizontal sign should not cover tops of first floor windows. Horizontal signs should 
not project more than 12 inches from the surface of the building.  

 

(a) Attached signs should be placed below the cornice line of the first floor no higher than the 
bottom of the second story windows, or not less than 11 feet above grade level. An awning or 
canopy should be subjected to the same requirements as an attached sign. An awning or 
canopy and an attached sign combined should not exceed the total area permitted for a wall 
sign.  
 

(b) Projecting signs should not extend higher than the bottom of the second story windows or not 
less than 11 feet above grade level. Projecting signs should not extend more than two feet 
beyond the building surface. 

 
The sign that is currently on the subject property was approved in 2014, and was not taken 
through the Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) process; however, the sign does appear to 
conform to the majority of the requirements contained in the Historic Preservation Guidelines.  
The applicant is requesting to replace this sign with a larger monument sign.  The monument 
sign will be 6½’ x 7’ in size (i.e. 45½ SF), and will contain the name of the shopping center along 
with four (4) sign blades for each tenant of the building.  The sign will be constructed utilizing 
metal and plastic, will be backlit (i.e. internally lit), and be situated directly on the property line 
adjacent to N. Fannin Street.  Based on the applicant’s submittal the sign does not appear to 
match the time period or the architecture of the existing building; nor, does it appear to be 
compatible with the existing and adjacent structures in the surrounding area.  The majority of 
the freestanding signage in the Downtown (DT) District is similar to the signage in the N. Goliad 
Street corridor, which is constructed of wood panels supported by two (2) posts (i.e. similar to 
the sign currently on the subject property).  Any lighting of these signs is typically up lighting, as 
opposed to back lighting. 
 
In this case, the Historic Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB) is being asked if the proposed 
sign is appropriate when taking into account the existing Landmark Property’s architecture and 
historic significance.  If a COA is approved, this request will be required to go before the City 
Council due to the proposed setback of the sign (i.e. even if the property line), which according 
to Chapter 32, Signs, of the Municipal Code of Ordinances is required to be ten (10) feet.  The 
setback of the current sign is estimated to be between seven (7) and eight (8) feet from the 
property line.  The HPAB’s recommendation concerning the sign’s setback will be passed along 
to the City Council. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
Based on the submittal, the proposed sign design is a discretionary decision for the HPAB.  If 
approved staff would offer the following conditions of approval:  
 
1) The applicant shall be required to request a variance from the City Council for the proposed 

setback of the sign; 
 

2) The sign should utilize up lighting as opposed to back lighting;  
 



3) The applicant will be required to obtain a building permit from the Building Inspections 
Department prior to the commencement of any work on the subject property; and 
 

4) Any construction, building or demolition necessary to complete this request must conform to 
the requirements set forth by the Unified Development Code, the International Building 
Code, the Rockwall Municipal Code of Ordinances, city adopted engineering and fire codes 
and with all other applicable regulatory requirements administered and/or enforced by the 
state and federal government. 
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The City of Rockwall GIS maps are continually under development
and therefore subject to change without notice. While we endeavor 

to provide timely and accurate information, we make no
guarantees. The City of Rockwall makes no warranty, express

or implied, including warranties of merchantability and fitness for a
particular purpose. Use of the information is the sole responsibility of

the user.
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