




CITY OF ROCKWALL 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD (HPAB) MEMO 

 
AGENDA DATE: 04/19/2018 
 
APPLICANTS: Jerre Loftus  
 
AGENDA ITEM: H2018-007; Small Matching Grant for 302 Margaret Street  
 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
Hold a public hearing to discuss and consider a request for a Small Matching Grant from 
Geraldine Loftus for a High Contributing Property located within the Old Town Rockwall (OTR) 
Historic District, the Historic Overlay (HO) District, and zoned Single Family 7 (SF-7) District.  
The subject property is located at 302 Margaret Street and is further identified as Lot NW/4 A, 
Block 2, Farmers & Merchants Addition, City of Rockwall, Rockwall County, Texas. 
 
PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND: 
 
The applicant is requesting the approval of a small matching grant for the purpose of renovating 
and expanding an existing home on a High-Contributing Property.  In addition, to this request, 
the applicant has also submitted a request for the approval of a building permit waiver [H2018-
004].  The proposed renovation/expansion is in conformance with the Certificate of 
Appropriateness (COA) approved by the Historic Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB) on 
September 15, 2016.   
 
The subject property is located at 302 Margaret Street and is recognized as a High Contributing 
Property, which indicates the home has highly significant architectural and/or historic 
characteristics.  The home is approximately 1,096 sq. ft., and based on the 2017 Historic 
Resources Survey, the main area was considered to have been constructed in the National Folk 
style in 1915.  The property is zoned Single Family (SF-7) District and is located on the 
southeast corner of N. Fannin Street and Margaret Street.    
 
The Small Neighborhood Matching Grants Program is an incentive to encourage small 
improvements or beautification projects for residential properties within the City’s historic 
districts.  This program provides matching funds of up to 50% of the total project cost up to 
$1,000.00.  For a residential property to be eligible for the Small Matching Grant Program, the 
property must be located within the Old Town Rockwall (OTR) Historic District or the Southside 
Residential Neighborhood Overlay (SRO) District and must involve improvements to the outside 
of the property visible from a street (i.e. landscaping, painting, replacement of windows, etc).  
Based upon the applicant’s scope of work, [i.e. replacing the exterior siding with hardi board] the 
exterior renovation would be eligible for the Small Neighborhood Matching Grant of $1,000.00, 
should the Historic Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB) approve the applicant’s request. 
Currently, no matching grants have been issued for 2018.  This means that the Historic 
Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB) has $5,000.00 of un-allocated money remaining. 
 
 
 
 
 



RECOMMENDATIONS: 
  
Based on the applicant’s proposed scope of work and the contributing nature of the subject 
property, the subject property is eligible for a small matching grant of $1,000.00, however, 
approval of the request is a discretionary decision for the Historic Preservation Advisory Board 
(HPAB).  If the HPAB chooses to approve the request, staff would offer the following condition 
of approval: 
 

1.  Any construction, building or demolition necessary to complete this request must 
conform to the requirements set forth by the Unified Development Code, the  
International Building Code, the Rockwall Municipal Code of Ordinances, city adopted 
engineering and fire codes and with all other applicable regulatory requirements 
administered and/or enforced by the state and federal government. 
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The City of Rockwall GIS maps are continually under development
and therefore subject to change without notice. While we endeavor 

to provide timely and accurate information, we make no
guarantees. The City of Rockwall makes no warranty, express

or implied, including warranties of merchantability and fitness for a
particular purpose. Use of the information is the sole responsibility of

the user.
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