
 

CITY OF ROCKWALL 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD (HPAB) MEMO 

 
AGENDA DATE:  11/19/2015 
 
APPLICANT:    Jay and Alison Odom 
 
AGENDA ITEM:  H2015‐006; Exterior Rehabilitation and Remodel ‐ COA 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
Hold  a public hearing  to discuss  and  consider  a  request  for  a Certificate of Appropriateness 
(COA) from Jay and Alison Odom to allow for the exterior rehabilitation of a Non‐Contributing 
Property situated within the Old Town Rockwall (OTR) Historic District, the Historic Overlay (HO) 
District, and zoned Single Family Residential (SF‐7) District.   The subject property  is  located at 
503  N.  Fannin  Street  and  is  further  identified  as  B.  F.  Boydston,  Block  122,  Lot  A,  City  of 
Rockwall, and Rockwall County, Texas. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The subject property is located at 503 N. Fannin Street, and is recognized as a Non‐Contributing 
Property.  This designation is due to the home having no contribution to the local history or the 
built  environment,  or may  have  been  less  than  50  years  old  at  the  time  of  the  initial  1999 
historic  survey.   As per  the Texas Historic Site  Inventory  residential property  form,  the home 
was constructed as a single story “L‐Plan” home with a pier and beam foundation, and a brick 
veneer exterior.   The home  is approximately 1,282 sq.  ft., and based on the Rockwall Central 
Appraisal District records, was considered to have been constructed  in 1940.   The property  is 
zoned Single‐Family Residential (SF‐7) district and is located on the west side of N. Fannin Street 
between Williams Street and Margaret Street.    
 
The applicant  is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) to allow for the removal of 
the brick from the exterior of the home and to replace it with Hardiboard siding.  It should be 
noted  that  it was not  the  intent of  the property owner  to  remove  the brick  in  their original 
scope of work, rather it was to repair the foundation of the home; however, as the foundation 
was being leveled, the brick had begun to fall.  It was found that there had been no brick ledge 
used and  the brick  ties were also not used  to  secure  the bricks  to  the structure, causing  the 
remaining  brick  to  be  removed  for  safety  purposes.    Upon  removal  of  the  brick,  it  was 
discovered that the home was originally constructed with siding.  Based on this, the applicants 
made  a  decision  to  return  the  home  to  its  original  version,  keeping  with  the  historical 
characteristics of the neighborhood, thereby not  impacting the overall historical aesthetics or 
the integrity of the property. 
 



 

According  to  Article  V,  Section  6.2,  Historic  Overlay  (HO)  District,  F.  Certificate  of 
Appropriateness  for  alteration  or  new  construction,  3(c)  of  the  Unified  Development  Code 
(UDC),  the  board  may  enable  the  historic  preservation  officer  to  issue  a  certificate  of 
appropriateness  for  alterations  to  the  façade,  including  additions  and  removals  that  will  be 
visible from a public street.    
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
Based on the scope of work submitted and the applicants  intent of maintaining the historical 
aspects  of  the  home,  the  proposed  rehabilitation  does  not  appear  to  impair  the  historical 
integrity of the property, therefore, staff supports the applicants request for the COA pending 
conformance with the following conditions of approval: 
 

1) Any  construction,  building  or  demolition  necessary  to  complete  this  request  must 
conform  to  the  requirements  set  forth  by  the  Unified  Development  Code,  the  2009 
International Building Code,  the Rockwall Municipal Code of Ordinances, city adopted 
engineering  and  fire  codes  and  with  all  other  applicable  regulatory  requirements 
administered and/or enforced by the state and federal government. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Certificate of Appropriateness Request 
 
Jay and Allison Odom   
503 N. Fannin Street 
Rockwall, TX 75087 
 
Historic District - Non-Contributing Property 
 
Image of property prior to brick removal (courtesy of Google 360 Streetview – 11.11.2016)  
 
A series of bricks fell due to foundation work being performed.  Per the applicant, brick removal 
was not a part of the scope of work for this property. 
 

 
 
 
http://gis.rockwall.com/flexviewers/Rockwall_iMap/widgets/StreetView/StreetView.html?wbg
Color=333333&nSVImageAvailableMsg=<nostreetviewimageavailablemsg>  
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Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) Application • City of Rockwall • 385 South Goliad Street • Rockwall, TX 75087 • (972) 771 7745

CERTIFICATE OF 
APPROPRIATENESS (COA) 

FROM THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD (HPAB)

PLANNING &  
ZONING  
DEPARTMENT 
 

CITY OF ROCKWALL, TEXAS

HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD (HPAB) 
 

The Historic Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB) is a seven (7) member board generally consisting of one (1) design professional (e.g. architect, planner,
etc.), one (1) member of the Rockwall County Historical Foundation, one (1) general contractor, one (1) property owner with property in the Historic
Overlay (HO) District, and three (3) citizens interested in historic preservation that is purposed with providing professional recommendations to the City
Council and Planning & Zoning Commission with regards to site plans, building alternatives, and building plans proposed within the Historic Overlay (HO)
District, or where applicable. Additionally, the board is responsible for documenting historical properties and developing guidelines for the maintenance
and redevelopment of these properties by reviewing and taking action on all Certificates of Appropriateness (COA).

For more information concerning the Historic Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB) or to find out how you can sign up to join this board please visit
www.rockwall.com/HistoricPreservation.asp or contact a staff member at (972) 771 7745.

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS (COA) 
A Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) is a document awarded by the HPAB certifying that the proposed actions of a property owner meet the intent of
the ordinances and guidelines stipulated by the Unified Development Code (UDC) and approved by the City Council for historic properties. Individuals
owning property that is partially or wholly located within a historic district may be required to obtain a COA if the property (1) has been designated as a
contributing property or (2) is within 200 feet of a contributing property.

WHAT ARE SOME EXAMPLES OF SITUATIONS THAT REQUIRE A COA? 

A COA is required for exterior alterations, restorations reconstruction, new construction, moving or demolition. The following are examples of
situations where COAs are required prior to the commencement of work:

1) Construction of a new building.
2) Demolition or removal of an existing building.
3) Alterations to the façade, including additions and removals that will be visible from a public street.
4) New improvements to a property that could substantially obstruct the view of the main or front elevation as seen from a public street.
5) Painting of a masonry surface not previously painted (other exterior painting is permitted by right as long as it conforms to the design

guidelines listed in Appendix D, Historic Preservation Guidelines, of the Unified Development Code).
 

HOW DO I APPLY FOR A COA? 

To apply for a COA completely fill out the attached application form and submit it along with all additional information (outlined in Section 4.1 of the
application form) to the Planning & Zoning Department, which is located on the first (1st) floor of City Hall (385 S. Goliad Street, Rockwall, TX 75087)
prior to the application deadline dates listed below. There is NO FEE, monetary or otherwise, associated with submitting a COA application.

WHAT IS THE TIME FRAME FOR ACTION ON A COA? 

The Board shall take action on a COA request within 60 days from receipt of a completed application and supporting documentation. Should the
board not take action within a 60 day period the COA shall be automatically referred to City Council for action.

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER THE BOARD TAKES ACTION ON A COA? 

Upon approval of a COA request, an applicant will need to contact the Building Inspections Department at (972) 771 7709 to apply for a building
permit. If no building permit is necessary the applicant may commence work immediately. If the COA is denied the applicant may appeal the decision
to the City Council by filing a written notice with city staff within ten (10) days of the board’s decision. Upon review of the applicant’s appeal the City
Council can choose to approve or deny the request, which will constitute the final administrative action. If the City Council chooses to deny the
applicant’s appeal, no further applications for similar subject matter may be submitted to the HPAB for one (1) year from the final date of the decision
unless 1) the request is denied without prejudice, or 2) the HPAB (or City Council) waives the time limitation due to extenuating circumstances.

MEETING CALENDAR FOR 2013 
The Historic Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB) generally meets the third (3rd) Thursday of each month in the Council Chambers on the second (2nd)
floor of City Hall (385 S. Goliad Street, Rockwall, TX 75087) at 6:00 pm. Below are the application deadline and meeting dates for 2013.

Application Deadline Date HPAB Meeting Date

January 4, 2013 January 17, 2013
February 1, 2013 February 21, 2013
March 1, 2013 March 21, 2013
April 5, 2013 April 18, 2013
May 3, 2013 May 16, 2013
June 7, 2013 June 20, 2013

Application Deadline Date HPAB Meeting Date

July 5, 2013 July 18, 2013
August 2, 2013 August 15, 2013

September 6, 2013 September 19, 2013
October 4, 2013 October 17, 2013
November 1, 2013 November 21, 2013
December 6, 2013 December 19, 2013
January 3, 2014 January 16, 2014



 

Here is what the home looked like before brick removal, (copied from 
http://www.rockwall.com/planning/planningHistoryMaps.asp) 
 

  

The following pictures are examples of appropriate Hardie Board siding, and as you can see are 
appropriate for the style and age of home.. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 












