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05 FUTURE LAND USE PLAN 
01  LAND USE PLAN DESIGNATIONS 
 

01.01 RESIDENTIAL
 
 

LOW DENSITY RESIDENTIAL (LDR)  
 

The Low Density Residential land use category consists of residential subdivisions that are two (2) units 
per gross acre or less; however, a density of up to two and one-half (2½) units per gross acre may be 
permitted for developments that incorporate increased amenity and a mix of land uses (see Chapter 8, 
Residential Developments, of this Comprehensive Plan).  
 

DESIGNATION CHARACTERISTICS 
 

❶ Primary Land Uses: Suburban, Estate and Rural Residential (i.e. Single-Family Detached Homes)   
❷ Secondary Land Uses: Amenities, Parks, Open Space, and Institutional/Civic Land Uses 
❸ Zoning Districts: All Single-Family Estate (SFE) Districts (i.e. SFE 1.5, 2.0 & 4.0), certain Planned 

Development (PD) Districts and the Single-Family One (SF-1) District.   
 

EXISTING LAND USE EXAMPLES RESIDENTIAL DENSITY CHART 
❶  Breezy Hill Subdivision 
❷  Stone Creek Subdivision 
❸  Oaks of Buffalo Way Subdivision 
 
 

MEDIUM DENSITY RESIDENTIAL (MDR)  
 

The Medium Density Residential land use category consists of residential subdivisions that are greater 
than two and one-half (2½) units per gross acre, but not higher than three (3) units per gross acre; 
however, a density of up to three and one-half (3½) units per gross acre may be permitted for 
developments that incorporate increased amenity and a mix of land uses (see Chapter 8, Residential 
Developments, of this Comprehensive Plan). 
 

DESIGNATION CHARACTERISTICS 
❶  Primary Land Uses: Suburban Residential (i.e. Single-Family Detached Homes) 
❷  Secondary Land Uses: Amenities, Parks, Open Space, and Institutional/Civic Land Uses 
❸ Zoning Districts: Certain Planned Development (PD) Districts and the Single-Family 16 (SF-16) District 
 

EXISTING LAND USE EXAMPLES RESIDENTIAL DENSITY CHART 
❶  Caruth Lakes Subdivision 
❷  Lago VistaSubdivision 
❸  Park Place Subdivision 
 
 

HIGH DENSITY RESIDENTIAL (HDR)  
 

The High Density Residential land use category may consist of single-family residential homes, 
duplexes, townhomes, apartments, lofts, condominiums or other forms of housing that exceed three and 
one-half (3½) units per gross acre.  These developments should contain increased amenities and open 
space, and incorporate pedestrian connectivity to adjacent land uses. 
 

DESIGNATION CHARACTERISTICS 
❶  Primary Land Uses: Suburban and Urban Residential (i.e. Single-Family Detached, Single-Family 

Attached, Zero Lot Line Homes, Townhomes, Duplexes, Condominiums and Multi-Family Apartments) 
❷  Secondary Land Uses: Amenities, Parks, Open Space, and Institutional/Civic Land Uses 
❸ Zoning Districts: Certain Planned Development (PD) Districts, Single-Family 10 (SF-10) District, Single-

Family 8.4 (SF-8.4) District, Single-Family 7 (SF-7) District, Zero Lot Line (ZL-5) District, Two Family 
(2F) District, and the Multi-Family 14 (MF-14) District. 

 

EXISTING LAND USE EXAMPLES RESIDENTIAL DENSITY CHART 
❶  Turtle Cove Subdivision 
❷  Sixteen50 @ Lake Ray Hubbard Apartments 
❸  Mission Rockwall Apartment Complex  
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01.02 COMMERCIAL
 
 

COMMERCIAL/RETAIL (CR)  
The Commercial/Retail land use category is characterized by single to multi-tenant commercial retail 
centers along major arterials at key intersections.  These areas are typically considered to be 
convenience shopping centers and service adjacent residential subdivisions.  Zoning in conformance with 
the Commercial/Retail land uses category can be incorporated into a Planned Development (PD) District 
as part of a larger mix-use master planned community, and may vary in size depending on the adjacent 
service area.  In certain cases where commercial land uses are eminent, it may be appropriate to 
incorporate zoning in conformance to the Commercial land use category on all four (4) corners of an 
intersection; however, this is not necessary in all cases.  These areas should be designed with the 
pedestrian in mind, and provide connections between the commercial land use and the adjacent 
residential subdivision.  
 

DESIGNATION CHARACTERISTICS 
❶  Primary Land Uses: Commercial Retail Buildings, Restaurants/Brew Pubs, Multi-Tenant Commercial 

Centers, Neighborhood Centers and Convenience Centers 
❷  Secondary Land Uses: Office/Financial Institutions, Parks, Open Space, and Institutional/Civic Land Uses 
❸ Zoning Districts: Neighborhood Services (NS) District, General Retail (GR) District, Commercial (C) 

District and certain mixed-use Planned Development (PD) Districts 
 

EXISTING LAND USE EXAMPLES 
❶  Shops at Stone Creek 
❷  Corner of the Intersection of N. Lakeshore Drive and N. Goliad Street [SH-205] 
❸  Walmart Neighborhood Market Shopping Center 
 
 

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL (CI)  
 

The Commercial/Industrial land use category typically is characterized by smaller business and industrial 
land uses that are focused around assembly, manufacturing and fabrication.  This designation may also 
accommodate land uses that require outside storage.  These areas are also appropriate for small 
business and business incubator arrangements.  Land uses under this designation should be heavily 
screened by landscaping and should be separated from other land uses using large buffers and 
roadways.  These areas are not appropriate adjacent to residential land use designations and should be 
separated from these areas using transitional land uses.   
 

DESIGNATION CHARACTERISTICS 
❶  Primary Land Uses: Small Scale Manufacturing, Assembly, and Fabrication Businesses, Business 

Incubators, Contractors Shops, and Heavy Equipment/Truck Rental Businesses 
❷  Secondary Land Uses: Warehouse and Outside Storage 
❸ Zoning Districts: Heavy Commercial (HC) District and Heavy Industrial (HI) District 
 

EXISTING LAND USE EXAMPLES 
❶  Areas Adjacent to National Drive 
❷  Areas Adjacent to Sids Road  
 
 

BUSINESS CENTERS (BC)  
 

The Business Center land use designation is intended to provide areas with a variety of employment 
options.  While focusing on employment land uses, these areas may also incorporate limited supporting 
land uses (e.g. restaurants and commercial-retail) that complement the primary land uses.  These areas 
should be designed with public amenities and greenspaces, increased landscaping, and unique design 
features that will help create a sense of place. 
 

DESIGNATION CHARACTERISTICS 
❶  Primary Land Uses: Professional Offices, Corporate Offices, General Offices, Institutional Land Uses, 

Research and Design/Development Businesses, and Technology/Data Centers. 
❷  Secondary Land Uses: Supporting Restaurants and Commercial-Retail Land Uses, Hotels, Parks, Open 

Space and Civic Uses 
❸ Zoning Districts: Commercial (C) District, Light Industrial (LI) District, Research/Technology (RT) District 

and Planned Development (PD) Districts 
 

EXISTING LAND USE EXAMPLES 
❶  Trend Tower 
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TECHNOLOGY/EMPLOYMENT CENTERS (TEC) 
 

The Technology/Employment Centers land use category is characterized by employment-oriented 
businesses, which are generally situated in larger centers (e.g. Rockwall Technology Park) with access 
to key transportation networks.  These uses should utilize large setbacks, campus style green spaces 
and large berms/buffers to shrink the scale of the buildings and provide park-like amenities that are 
complementary to the City’s other land use districts.  Generally, these areas should not be directly 
adjacent to Low or Medium Density Residential land use designations and should be buffered from low-
density single-family subdivisions utilizing transitional land uses. 
 

DESIGNATION CHARACTERISTICS 
❶  Primary Land Uses: Clean Manufacturing Centers, Technology/Data Centers, Research and 

Design/Development Businesses, General Office Land Uses, Flexible Space (i.e. Office/Warehouse 
Combinations Land Uses), and Light Assembly Businesses 

❷  Secondary Land Uses: Parks, Open Space, Civic/Institutional and Certain Complementary Commercial 
Land Uses (e.g. Office/Showroom) 

❸ Zoning Districts: Light Industrial (LI) District, Research/Technology (RT) District and Planned 
Development (PD) Districts 

 

EXISTING LAND USE EXAMPLES 
❶  Rockwall Technology Park 
❷  Channell Commercial Corporation 
 
 

SPECIAL DISTRICTS
 
  

LIVE/WORK (LW)  
 

The Live/Work land use designation is characterized by the reuse of single-family properties as low-
intensity office or retail land uses.  These areas are considered to be transitional and require added 
flexibility for the purpose of maintaining a specific small town aesthetic along major roadways.  These 
areas are used to buffer residential areas from major roadways or more intense commercial land uses.  
This designation also allows live/work arrangements where a single-family structure may continue to 
serve as residence, while also supporting a low-intensity office or retail store.  
 

DESIGNATION CHARACTERISTICS 
❶  Primary Land Uses: Professional Offices, Boutiques, Art/Music Studios, and Antique and Collectable 

Shops. 
❷  Secondary Land Uses: Banquet Facilities, Small Restaurants, Veterinarian Clinics for Small Animals, 

and Open Space 
❸ Zoning Districts: Residential-Office (RO) District and Planned Development (PD) Districts 
 

EXISTING LAND USE EXAMPLES 
❶  N. Goliad Street Between East Fork Road and the Downtown 
❷  West Side of Ridge Road after the SH-205/Ridge Road Split 
❸ N. Goliad Street Across from the YMCA 
 
 

MIXED-USE (MU)  
 

The Mixed-Use land use designation is characterized by mixed-use developments that typically offer a 
mix of housing types and residential densities with integrated retail, personal services and/or office.  
These areas can be both vertically and horizontally integrated with a mix of land uses, and are generally 
designed as walkable/pedestrian freindly developments.  The residential component can include single-
family homes, townhouses, condominiums, urban housing, lofts, or multi-family.  Vertically integrated 
mixed-use developments typically incorporate structured parking at the center of the block, recreational 
and pedestrian amenities and have ground floor commercial/retail, office or personal services. 
 

DESIGNATION CHARACTERISTICS 
❶  Primary Land Uses: Retail, Office, Restaurant and Residential Land Uses 
❷  Secondary Land Uses: Parks, Open Space, Trails, and Institutional/Civic Land Uses 
❸ Zoning Districts: Downtown (DT) District and Planned Development (PD) Districts 
 

EXISTING LAND USE EXAMPLES 
❶  Rockwall Commons 
❷  Harbor District 
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DOWNTOWN (DT)  
 

The Downtown land use designation should include a mixture of land uses that are complementary to 
the existing development pattern and are intended to add to the attractive, pedestrian-oriented 
environment of Rockwall’s historic downtown.  In addition, this area is the historic core of the City and 
should continue to be a symbol of community life in Rockwall.  The policies adopted in Appendix ‘C’, 
Small Area Plans, of this Comprehensive Plan should generally regulate this land use designation. 
 

DESIGNATION CHARACTERISTICS 
❶  Primary Land Uses: Retail, Office, Restaurant and Residential Land Uses 
❷  Secondary Land Uses: Institutional/Civic Land Uses 
❸ Zoning Districts: Downtown (DT) District 
 

EXISTING LAND USE EXAMPLES 
❶  Downtown Square and Surrounding Areas 
 
 

SPECIAL COMMERCIAL CORRIDOR (SC) 
 

The Special Commercial Corridor land use designation is intended to provide an area for 
commercial/retail and regional commercial/retail activity centers that are intended to support and serve 
the entire region.   This area should include the recommendations contained in Appendix ‘B’, Corridor 
Plans, of this Comprehensive Plan. 
 

DESIGNATION CHARACTERISTICS 
❶  Primary Land Uses: Regional Shopping Centers, Entertainment, Retail, Personal Services, Restaurant, 

Corporate Offices, Employment and Recreation Land Uses  
❷  Secondary Land Uses: Residential, Open Space, Parks, Trails, Banks, Service Stations and 

Institutional/Civic Land Uses (Secondary Land Uses should be integrated into a Larger Development) 
❸ Zoning Districts: Commercial (C) District and Planned Development (PD) District 
 

EXISTING LAND USE EXAMPLES 
❶  IH-30 Corridor 
 
 

PUBLIC LAND AND OPEN SPACE
 
 

PARKS AND OPEN SPACE (OS) 
 

The Parks and Open Space land use designation includes all floodplains and major public open spaces 
(e.g. neighborhood parks, community parks, greenbelts, trail systems, etc.).  These areas should be 
preserved and are intended to provide citywide recreation/trail opportunities and natural drainage areas 
that help define the character of Rockwall.  
 

DESIGNATION CHARACTERISTICS 
❶  Primary Land Uses: Floodplain, Open Space, Parks, and Trails Land Uses 
❷  Secondary Land Uses: N/A 
❸ Zoning Districts: N/A 
 

EXISTING LAND USE EXAMPLES 
❶  Harry Myers Park 
 
 

PUBLIC (P)  
 

The Public land use designation includes uses that are operated exclusively by a public body that serve 
the public’s health, safety or general welfare. This land use designation includes land uses such as 
public schools, libraries, the airport, the City’s administrative and service facilities, and any other state or 
federal facilities. 
 

DESIGNATION CHARACTERISTICS 
❶  Primary Land Uses: Schools, Libraries, Fire Stations, Pump Stations, Water Towers, Police Stations, 

City Administrative Offices, and County, State or Federal Facilities 
❷  Secondary Land Uses: Open Space, Parks, and Trails Land Uses 
❸ Zoning Districts: N/A 
 

EXISTING LAND USE EXAMPLES 
❶  City Place 
❷ County Courthouse 
❸ Municipal Courts Building 
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QUASI-PUBLIC (QP)  
 

The Quasi-Public land use designation is for land uses that are operated by a private non-profit 
educational, religious, recreational, charitable, or medical institution having the purpose primarily of 
serving the general public. 
 

DESIGNATION CHARACTERISTICS 
❶  Primary Land Uses: Churches, Private Schools, Universities, Community Centers, Youth and Senior 

Citizen Recreational Facilities, Private Hospitals, and Similar Land Uses 
❷  Secondary Land Uses: N/A 
❸ Zoning Districts: N/A 
 

EXISTING LAND USE EXAMPLES 
❶  Presbyterian Hospital of Rockwall 
❷ First Baptist Church 
❸ Lake Pointe Church 
❹ YMCA 
 
 

CEMETERY (CEM) 
 

The Cemetery land use designation is intended to be used for the burial of the animal or human dead 
and is dedicated for cemetery purposes. 
 

DESIGNATION CHARACTERISTICS 
❶  Primary Land Uses: Cemetery 
❷  Secondary Land Uses: N/A 
❸ Zoning Districts: Agricultural (AG) District and Cemetery (CEM) Districts  
 

EXISTING LAND USE EXAMPLES 
❶  Rockwall Memorial Cemetery 
❷  Rest Haven Funeral Home & Cemetery  
 




