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FIGURE 1: LOCATION OF ARTIFICIAL TURF 

CITY OF ROCKWALL 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION MEMORANDUM 
 

PLANNING AND ZONING DEPARTMENT 
385 S. GOLIAD STREET • ROCKWALL, TX 75087 
PHONE: (972) 771-7745 • EMAIL: PLANNING@ROCKWALL.COM 

 
 

TO: Planning and Zoning Commission 
 

FROM: Bethany Ross; Planner 
 

DATE: April 30, 2024 
 

SUBJECT: MIS2024-007; Exception Request for 104 Valkyrie Place 
 
 

The applicant, Lauren Montoney, is requesting the approval of an exception to the landscape material requirements stipulated 
by Article 08, Landscape and Fence Standards, of the Unified Development Code (UDC) to allow the installation of synthetic 
plant materials, specifically artificial turf/grass, on the property at 104 Valkyrie Place. The property spans 0.313 acres, is 
designated as Lot 7R, Block A, Chandler’s Landing #19 Addition, and falls within Planned Development District 8 (PD-8) which 
designates the subject property for single-family homes. 
 
The proposed artificial turf will be placed around the pool and in the side yard of the lot, replacing a rock garden, both within 
the fenced area. According to Section 04, Approved Landscape Materials, of Article 08, Landscape and Fence Standards, of 
the Unified Development Code (UDC), “(a)rtificial or synthetic plant materials (e.g. artificial grass, turf, trees shrubs) shall be 
prohibited.” Despite the UDC's prohibition on artificial plant materials, staff has historically allowed artificial grass/turf in rear 
yards, considering they are not typically visible from adjacent properties or rights-of-way.  
 

The applicant cites difficulty in growing grass around 
the pool due to shading from large canopy trees and 
seeks to replace the rock garden to enhance 
functionality. According to Subsection 3.06.05, Lot 
Development, and Section 4.02, Coverage, of Chapter 
4, Vegetation, of the Engineering Standards of Design 
and Construction, “(n)o artificial grass is allowed in any 
City right-of-way and/or easement.” Notably, as shown 
in Figure 1, the artificial grass will be placed away from 
any easements or right-of-way, ensuring compliance 
with the City’s Engineering Standards of Design and 
Construction.  
 
Given the fence surrounding the areas designated for 
artificial grass, the proposed installation will have limited 
visibility from any right-of-way or adjacent property. In 
addition, the roadways within the Chandler’s Landing 
Subdivision are private roadways, and -- staff should 
point out -- that the applicant’s request does not conflict 
and would be allowed under the proposed changes 
contained within the text amendment to the UDC being 
proposed with Case No. Z2024-017; however, the 

decision to approve an exception to the landscape material requirements is a discretionary decision for the Planning and 
Zoning Commission. Staff will be available to address any questions at the Planning and Zoning Commission meeting on April 
30, 2024. 



PROJECT COMMENTS
CITY OF ROCKWALL
385 S. GOLIAD STREET

ROCKWALL, TEXAS 75087

PHONE: (972) 771-7700

DATE: 4/25/2024

PROJECT NUMBER:

PROJECT NAME:

SITE ADDRESS/LOCATIONS:

CASE CAPTION: Discuss and consider a request by Lauren Montoney for the approval of a Miscellaneous Case for an Exception to allow artificial or 

synthetic plant materials on a 0.3103-acre parcel of land identified as Lot 7R, Block A, Chandlers Landing #19 Addition, City of 

Rockwall, Rockwall County, Texas, zoned Planned Development District 8 (PD-8), addressed as 104 Valkyrie Place, and take any 

action necessary.

MIS2024-007

Variance Request for Artificial Turf at 104 Valkyrie Place

DEPARTMENT REVIEWER STATUS OF PROJECTDATE OF REVIEW

ENGINEERING Madelyn Price Approved

 No Comments

04/23/2024

DEPARTMENT REVIEWER STATUS OF PROJECTDATE OF REVIEW

BUILDING Craig Foshee Approved

 No Comments

04/25/2024

DEPARTMENT REVIEWER STATUS OF PROJECTDATE OF REVIEW

FIRE Ariana Kistner Approved

 No Comments

04/22/2024

DEPARTMENT REVIEWER STATUS OF PROJECTDATE OF REVIEW

GIS Lance Singleton Approved

 No Comments

04/22/2024

DEPARTMENT REVIEWER STATUS OF PROJECTDATE OF REVIEW

POLICE Chris Cleveland Approved

 No Comments

04/19/2024

DEPARTMENT REVIEWER STATUS OF PROJECTDATE OF REVIEW

PARKS Travis Sales Approved

 No Comments

04/22/2024

DEPARTMENT REVIEWER STATUS OF PROJECTDATE OF REVIEW

PLANNING Bethany Ross Approved w/ Comments

04/24/2024:  MIS2024-007; Exception Request for 104 Valkyrie Place

04/24/2024
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Please address the following comments (M= Mandatory Comments; I = Informational Comments)

I.1 This is a request by Lauren Montoney for the approval of a Miscellaneous Case for an Exception to allow artificial or synthetic plant materials on a 0.3103-acre parcel of land 

identified as Lot 7R, Block A, Chandlers Landing #19 Addition, City of Rockwall, Rockwall County, Texas, zoned Planned Development District 8 (PD-8), addressed as 104 Valkyrie 

Place. 

I.2 For questions or comments concerning this case please contact Bethany Ross in the Planning Department at (972) 772-6488, or email bross@rockwall.com. 

I.3 According to Section 04, Approved Landscape Materials, of Article 08, Landscape and Fence Standards, of the Unified Development Code (UDC), “(a)rtificial or synthetic plant 

materials (e.g. artificial grass, turf, trees shrubs) shall be prohibited.” In this case, you are requesting approval of artificial turf, which requires review by the Planning and Zoning 

Commission.

M.4 According to Subsection 3.06.05, Lot Development, and Section 4.02, Coverage, of Chapter 4, Vegetation, of the Engineering Standards of Design and Construction, “(n)o 

artificial grass is allowed in any City right-of-way and/or easement.”

I.5 Please note the scheduled meeting for this case: 

1) Planning & Zoning meeting will be held on April 30, 2024 at 6pm in the council chambers at City Hall.

I.6 A representative is required to be present for the meetings as scheduled above to answer any questions the Commission or Council may have regarding your request. All 

meetings will be held in person, in the City’s Council Chambers, and are scheduled to begin at 6:00 p.m.
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Ross, Bethany

From: Ross, Bethany
Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2024 10:19 AM
To: Lauren Montoney
Subject: RE: Project Comments MIS2024-007

Hi Lauren,  
 
You are action item number 6. I would plan for at least an hour.  
 
Thank you,  
Bethany Ross 
Planner 
City of Rockwall 
972.772.6488 Office  
bross@rockwall.com  
City of Rockwall - Planning & Zoning  
 

From: Lauren Montoney <lauren.d.montoney@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2024 9:58 AM 
To: Ross, Bethany <bross@rockwall.com> 
Subject: Re: Project Comments MIS2024‐007 
 
Hi! Thanks for sending. How long will I need to plan to be at this meeting? Just planning child care :) 
 
Thanks so much, 
Lauren 
 
On Fri, Apr 26, 2024 at 4:14 PM Ross, Bethany <bross@rockwall.com> wrote: 

Good afternoon Lauren, 

Attached are the project comments for your case.  The meeting schedule for this case is as follows: 

Planning and Zoning Commission Work Session: April 30, 2024 

Please note that all meetings will be held at 6:00 PM at 385 S. Goliad Street in the City Council Chambers.  Please also 
note that a representative is required to be at all meetings.  Should you have any questions please let me know. 

Thank you,  

Bethany Ross 

Planner 

City of Rockwall 

972.772.6488 Office  
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bross@rockwall.com  

City of Rockwall - Planning & Zoning  

  

  CAUTION:   This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you 
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

  CAUTION:   This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you 
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 
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