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CITY OF ROCKWALL 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION MEMORANDUM 
 

PLANNING AND ZONING DEPARTMENT 
385 S. GOLIAD STREET • ROCKWALL, TX 75087 
PHONE: (972) 771-7745 • EMAIL: PLANNING@ROCKWALL.COM 

 
 

TO: Planning and Zoning Commission 
 

FROM: Angelica Guevara, Planning Technician 
 

DATE: September 26, 2023 
 

SUBJECT: MIS2023-013; Exception for a Front Yard Fence for 146 Blanchard Drive 
 
 

The applicant, Audrey Andrews, is requesting the approval of an exception for a front yard fence. The subject property is located 
on a 0.1446-acre parcel of land (i.e. Lot 6, Block D, Lynden Park Estates, Phase 2 Addition), and is addressed as 146 Blanchard 
Drive. The applicant’s fence exhibit indicates that the proposed front yard fence will be: [1] constructed using wrought-iron, [2] 
be 48-inches in height, and [3] will be more than 50.00% transparent.  
 

On August 29, 2023, the Planning and 
Zoning Commission denied a request for 
an Exception [i.e. Case No. MIS2023-011] 
for a front yard fence that exceeded the 
height requirements. On August 30, 2023, 
the applicant chose to resubmit a request 
to waive the one (1) year time limitation to 
resubmit an application for an Exception 
for a front yard fence. Ultimately, on 
September 12, 2023, the Planning and 
Zoning Commission approved the 

applicant’s request to resubmit an application for an Exception for a front yard fence on the subject property. According to Article 
13, Definitions, of the Unified Development Code (UDC), a fence is defined as “(a)ny wall or structure of any material for which 
the purpose is to provide protection from intrusion, both physical and visual, to prevent escape, mark a boundary, enclose, 
screen, restrict access to, or decorate any lot, building, or structure.”  In addition, Subsection 08.03(D)(2) of Article 08, 
Landscape and Fence Standards, of the Unified Development Code (UDC) states that, “(n)o fence shall be constructed in the 
front yard of a residential property without being granted an exception from the Planning and Zoning Commission…”  This 
section goes on to lay out the criteria to be considered by the Planning and Zoning Commission when reviewing exceptions for 
front yard fences.  This criterion is as follows: (a) the fence is to be 50.00% transparent, (b) the fence shall not exceed four (4) 
feet (or 48-inches) in height, and (c) opaque fences should be prohibited.  In this case, the applicant meets all the requirements 
for an Exception for a front yard fence. Staff should point out that there is one (1) other home with a wrought-iron, front yard 
fence (i.e. 597 Pendleton Drive) in the same subdivision (i.e., Lynden Park Subdivision, Phase 2).  
 
Staff should note that the front yard fence requirements were written with the intent of restricting front yard fences that completely 
or partially enclose or impair visibility of the primary structure, and that the applicant’s fence does not appear to be intended to 
enclose or impair visibility of the primary structure.  Based on this and the fact that there is an existing front yard fence in the 
Lynden Park Subdivision, the proposed front yard fence does not appear to have a negative impact on any other adjacent 
residential property.  With this being said, this request is a discretionary decision for the Planning and Zoning Commission.  
Should the Planning and Zoning Commission have any questions concerning the applicant’s request, staff will be available at 
the meeting on September 26, 2023.  

FIGURE 1: EXAMPLES OF PROPOSED FENCE 



PROJECT COMMENTS
CITY OF ROCKWALL
385 S. GOLIAD STREET

ROCKWALL, TEXAS 75087

PHONE: (972) 771-7700

DATE: 9/22/2023

PROJECT NUMBER:

PROJECT NAME:

SITE ADDRESS/LOCATIONS:

CASE CAPTION: Discuss and consider a request by Audrey Andrews for the approval of a Miscellaneous Case for an Exception for a Front Yard 

Fence for a 0.1446-acre parcel of land identified as Lot 6, Block D, Lynden Park Estates, Phase 2 Addition, zoned Planned 

Development District 17 (PD-17) for single-family detached, addressed as 146 Blanchard Drive, and take any action necessary.

MIS2023-013

Front Yard Fence for 146 Blanchard Drive

146 BLANCHARD DR

DEPARTMENT REVIEWER STATUS OF PROJECTDATE OF REVIEW

ENGINEERING Madelyn Price Approved w/ Comments

09/19/2023:  1. Must be out of right-of-way of the street and alley.

09/19/2023

DEPARTMENT REVIEWER STATUS OF PROJECTDATE OF REVIEW

BUILDING Craig Foshee Approved w/ Comments

09/21/2023:  NEED TO CONFIRM THAT THIS FENCE WILL NOT BE PART OF THE POOL BARRIER - IF IT IS, MORE RESTRICTIONS WILL BE REQUIRED

09/21/2023

DEPARTMENT REVIEWER STATUS OF PROJECTDATE OF REVIEW

FIRE Ariana Kistner Approved

 No Comments

09/20/2023

DEPARTMENT REVIEWER STATUS OF PROJECTDATE OF REVIEW

GIS Lance Singleton Approved

 No Comments

09/18/2023

DEPARTMENT REVIEWER STATUS OF PROJECTDATE OF REVIEW

POLICE Chris Cleveland Approved

 No Comments

09/18/2023

DEPARTMENT REVIEWER STATUS OF PROJECTDATE OF REVIEW

PARKS Angelica Guevara N/A

 No Comments

09/22/2023

DEPARTMENT REVIEWER STATUS OF PROJECTDATE OF REVIEW

PLANNING Angelica Guevara Approved

 No Comments

09/19/2023
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	Signed Approval Letter
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