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CITY OF ROCKWALL 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION MEMORANDUM 

PLANNING AND ZONING DEPARTMENT 

385 S. GOLIAD STREET • ROCKWALL, TX 75087 
PHONE: (972) 771-7745 • EMAIL: PLANNING@ROCKWALL.COM 

TO: Planning and Zoning Commission 

FROM: Henry Lee, Senior Planner 

DATE: July 25, 2023 

SUBJECT: MIS2023-009; Exception to the Fence Material Requirements at 607 St. Mary Street 

The applicant, Blair Selden, is requesting the approval of an exception to the fence material requirements for a fence 
constructed without a permit within a Commercial (C) District. The subject property is located on a 0.47-acre tract of land (i.e. 
a portion of Lots 4-7 and Lots 10-13, Block 1 & 2, Mill Co. Addition) addressed as 607 St. Mary Street. The applicant’s Site 
Plan depicts the location of the unpermitted wood fence; in addition, the applicant provided a photo requesting approval of an 
opaque metal gate. Staff should note that this case was referred to staff by the Neighborhood Improvement Services (NIS) 
Division of the City of Rockwall from a active Code Enforcement case [Case No. CE2023-2302] after an external complaint 
was filed. This prompted the applicant to submit for an exception from the Planning and Zoning Commission in accordance 
with Subsection 01.02, Submission of an Application, of Article 11, Development Applications and Review Procedures, of the 
Unified Development Code (UDC). 

FIGURE 1: UNPERMITTED WOOD FENCE ON THE SUBJECT PROPERTY. 

According to Article 13, Definitions, of the Unified Development Code (UDC), a fence is defined as “(a)ny wall or structure of 
any material for which the purpose is to provide protection from intrusion, both physical and visual, to prevent escape, mark a 
boundary, enclose, screen, restrict access to, or decorate any lot, building, or structure.”  In addition, Subsection 08.04, Non-
Residential Fences, of Article 08, Landscape and Fence Standards, of the Unified Development Code (UDC) states that in a 
Commercial (C) District, “…wood and vinyl coated chain-link fences shall be prohibited.” This section also states that opaque 
metal fences are prohibited. In this case, the applicant constructed a wood fence without a building permit on the subject 
property, which is located within a Commercial (C) District. Given this, the applicant is requesting approval of an exception to 
allow the wood fence to remain. In addition, the applicant is requesting the approval of an opaque metal gate that does not 
meet the fence material requirements. All that being said, the Planning and Zoning Commission may consider alternative 
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materials that are permitted by Subsection 8.02, of Article 08, of the UDC, and/or alternative fence standards on a case-by-
case basis. 
 
Staff should note that in addition to the Neighborhood Improvement Services (NIS) case for the fence, the Neighborhood 
Improvement Services (NIS) Division also has an active case on the subject property for Outside Storage [Case No. CE2023-
2156]. Outside Storage is not permitted within a Commerical (C) District and is required to be removed. Staff was informed of 
the Outside Storage zoning code violation by a resident, which was otherwise screened by the illegal fence. Should the 
Planning and Zoning Commission have any questions concerning the applicant’s request, staff will be available at the meeting 
on July 25, 2023. 
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August 16, 2023 

TO: Blair Selden  
PO Box 1165 
Royce City, TX 75189 

FROM: Henry Lee, AICP 
City of Rockwall Planning and Zoning Department 
385 S. Goliad Street 
Rockwall, TX 75087 

SUBJECT: MIS2023-009; Special Exception Request for 607 St. Mary Street 

Blair Selden: 

This letter serves to notify you that the above referenced case (i.e. Miscellaneous Case) that you submitted for consideration by 
the City of Rockwall was denied by the Planning and Zoning Commission on July 25, 2023. The following is a record of all 
recommendations and voting records: 

Planning and Zoning Commission 
On July 25, 2023, the Planning and Zoning Commission approved a motion to deny the Miscellaneous Case by a vote of 4-0, 
with Commissioners Deckard, Womble, and Llewellyn absent. 

Please note that the reason this case was denied is due to the following exception(s) not being approved: 

(1) Non-Residential Fences. According to Subsection 08.04(A), Fence Standards for Properties in a Commercial (C)
District, of Article 08, Landscape and Fence Standards, of the Unified Development Code (UDC), wood fences are not
permitted within any commercial zoning district.

According to Subsection 01.05, Reapplication, of Article 11, Development Applications and Review Procedures, of the Unified 
Development Code (UDC), “(a) request for site plan, plat, miscellaneous case, Certificate of Appropriateness (COA), small 
matching grant, or building permit fee waiver which has been previously denied with prejudice by the Historic Preservation 
Advisory Board (HPAB), Planning and Zoning Commission, or City Council may be resubmitted within one (1) year if there is: 
[1] an actual change in condition relating to the lot or tract of land -- or any portion thereof -- or any surrounding properties, or
[2] the new request is more restrictive or less intense than the previous request.” Please note that a failure to indicate a denial
is with or without prejudice in making a motion to deny a request shall be considered a denial with prejudice. Should you have
any questions or concerns regarding the denial, please feel free to contact me a (972) 771-7745.

Sincerely, 

Henry Lee, AICP, Senior Planner 
City of Rockwall Planning and Zoning Department 
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