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PLANNING AND ZONING DEPARTMENT PAGE 1 CITY OF ROCKWALL 

CITY OF ROCKWALL 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION MEMORANDUM 
 

PLANNING AND ZONING DEPARTMENT 
385 S. GOLIAD STREET • ROCKWALL, TX 75087 
PHONE: (972) 771-7745 • EMAIL: PLANNING@ROCKWALL.COM 

 
 

TO: Planning and Zoning Commission 
 

FROM: Bethany Ross, Planner 
 

DATE: June 13, 2023 
 

SUBJECT: MIS2023-007; Exception for a Front Yard Fence for 6102 Volunteer Place 
 
 

The applicants, Jeff and Dana Macalik, are requesting 
the approval of an exception for a front yard fence. The 
subject property is located on a 0.2548-acre parcel of 
land (i.e. Lot 22, Block A, Chandlers Landing #7 
Addition) addressed as 6102 Volunteer Place. The 
applicant’s fence exhibit indicates that the proposed 
front yard fence will be: [1] constructed using wrought-
iron, [2] be 60-inches to 72-inches in height, and [3] be 
50.00% transparent.  
 
According to Article 13, Definitions, of the Unified 
Development Code (UDC), a fence is defined as “(a)ny 
wall or structure of any material for which the purpose 
is to provide protection from intrusion, both physical 
and visual, to prevent escape, mark a boundary, 
enclose, screen, restrict access to, or decorate any lot, 
building, or structure.”  In addition, Subsection 
08.03(D)(2) of Article 08, Landscape and Fence 
Standards, of the Unified Development Code (UDC) 
states that, “(n)o fence shall be constructed in the front 
yard of a residential property without being granted an 
exception from the Planning and Zoning 
Commission…”  This section goes on to lay out the 
criteria to be considered by the Planning and Zoning 
Commission when reviewing exceptions for front yard 
fences.  This criterion is as follows: (a) the fence is to 
be 50.00% transparent, (b) the fence does not exceed 
four (4) feet (or 48-inches) in height, and (c) opaque fences should be prohibited.  In this case, the fence meets most of the 
requirements for a front yard fence with the exception of the height requirements; however, staff should point out that this 
particular property is unique in that it requires a front yard setback on three (3) of the four (4) sides of the property.  In addition, 
the rear yard of the property is directly adjacent to a cul-de-sac.  With this being said, this request will require an exception for 
a front yard fence and to the front yard fence height requirements from the Planning and Zoning Commission.  
 
Staff should note that the front yard fence requirements were written with the intent of restricting front yard fences that completely 
or partially enclose or impair visibility of the primary structure, and that the applicant’s fence does not appear to be intended to 
enclose or impair visibility of the primary structure.  Staff should also point out that no properties front onto the cul-de-sac on the 
same side as the subject property.  Based on this the proposed front yard fence does not appear to have a negative impact on 
any other adjacent residential property; however, front yard fences are discretionary decisions for the Planning and Zoning 
Commission.  Should the Planning and Zoning Commission have any questions concerning the applicant’s request, staff will be 
available at the meeting on June 13, 2023.  

FIGURE 1: PROPOSED FRONT YARD FENCE LOCATION (BLUE LINE IS THE 
FENCE LOCATION) 
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