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CITY OF ROCKWALL 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION CASE MEMO 
 

PLANNING AND ZONING DEPARTMENT 
385 S. GOLIAD STREET • ROCKWALL, TX 75087 
PHONE: (972) 771-7745 • EMAIL: PLANNING@ROCKWALL.COM 

 
 

TO: Planning and Zoning Commission 
 

DATE: November 24, 2020 
 

APPLICANT: Gary Gordon 
 

CASE NUMBER: MIS2020-015; Special Exception for 222 W. Quail Run Road 
 
 

SUMMARY 
 
Discuss and consider a request by Gary Gordon for the approval of a Special Exception to allow a front yard fence on a 0.687-
acre parcel of land identified as Lot 1, Block A, Barz Acre Addition, City of Rockwall, Rockwall County, Texas, zoned Single-
Family 10 (SF-10) District, addressed as 222 W. Quail Run Road, and take any action necessary. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On February 19, 1962, the subject property was annex by the City Council through Ordinance No. 62-01 [Case No. A1961-002].  
On September 21, 1987, the City Council approved a final plat [Case No. PZ1987-055-01] for the Barz Acre Subdivision.  This 
final plat created a 0.917-acre parcel of land (i.e. Lot 1, Block A, Barz Acre).  According to the Rockwall Central Appraisal District 
(RCAD), a 2,097 SF single-family home was constructed on the subject property in 1998.  On April 8, 2002 a 0.23-acre portion 
of the 0.917-acre parcel of land (i.e. identified as Lot 1-1, Block A, Barz Acre) was conveyed to the adjacent property owner (i.e. 
220 W. Quail Run Road) by metes and bounds through a warranty deed.   
 
PURPOSE 
 
The applicant is requesting approval of a special exception to allow for a front yard fence as stipulated by Subsection 08.03(D)(b), 
of Article 08, Landscape and Fence Standards, of the Unified Development Code (UDC).    
 
ADJACENT LAND USES AND ACCESS 
 
The subject property is located at 222 W. Quail Run Road.  The land uses adjacent to the subject property are as follows: 

 
North: Directly north of the subject property is W. Quail Run Road, which is identified as a R2 (i.e. residential, two [2] lane, 

undivided roadway) on the City’s Master Thoroughfare Plan contained in the OURHometown Vision 2040 
Comprehensive Plan.  Beyond this is the Random Oaks at the Shores Subdivision, which is an established single-
family neighborhood consisting of 75 residential lots that are zoned Planned Development District 3 (PD-3) for 
Single-Family 7 (SF-7) District land uses.    

  
South: Directly south of the subject property is an 11.723-acre tract of vacant land (i.e. Tract 5 of the S. King Survey, 

Abstract No. 131) that is currently owned by the City of Rockwall.  South of this tract is a 9.3154-acre tract of vacant 
land (i.e. Tract 8 of the J. H. B. Jones Survey, Abstract No. 124) that is currently owned by the City of Rockwall.  
Beyond this is S. Lakeshore Drive, which is identified as a M4D (i.e. major collector, four [4] lane, divided roadway) 
on the Master Thoroughfare Plan contained in the OURHometown Vision 2040 Comprehensive Plan. 

 
East: Directly east of the subject property are three (3) single-family homes zoned Single-Family 10 (SF-10) District, and 

are which are adjacent to W. Quail Run Road.  W. Quail Run Road is identified as a R2 (i.e. residential, two [2] 
lane, undivided roadway) on the City’s Master Thoroughfare Plan contained in the OURHometown Vision 2040 
Comprehensive Plan.  Beyond this is an ~11,000 SF strip retail building that is currently under construction.  This 
building is zoned Planned Development District 65 (PD-65) for General Retail (GR) District land uses.  Beyond this 
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is N. Goliad Street [SH-205], which is designated as a P6D (i.e. principal arterial, six [6] lane, divided roadway) on 
the City’s Master Thoroughfare Plan contained in the OURHometown Vision 2040 Comprehensive Plan.   

 
West: Directly west of the subject property is one (1) single-family home zoned Single-Family 10 (SF-10) District.  Beyond 

this is an 11.723-acre tract of vacant land (i.e. Tract 5 of the S. King Survey, Abstract No. 131) that is owned by the 
City of Rockwall and zoned Planned Development District 65 (PD-65) for Single-Family 10 (SF-10) District and 
General Retail (GR) District land uses.  

 
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE REQUEST: 
 
The applicant is proposing to install a 52-inch high wrought iron fence (i.e. a 48-inch wrought iron fence with four [4] inch 
decorative crosses attached to the top of the fence) along the perimeter of the front, rear and sides of the subject property.  
According to Subsection 08.03(D)(2) of Article 08, Landscape and Fence Standards, of the Unified Development Code (UDC), 
“(n)o fence shall be constructed in the front yard of a residential property without being granted an exception from the Planning 
and Zoning Commission unless specifically permitted by Subsection 08.03(D)(3).”  Subsection 08.03(D)(3) outlines exemptions 
for certain properties that do not need to request a special exception for a front yard fence.  These exemptions include properties 
in a Single-Family Estate zoning district and model homes, neither of which apply to the subject property.  Additionally, 
Subsection 08.03(D)(2)(b) of Article 08, Landscape and Fence Standards, of the Unified Development Code (UDC) states that 
“(w)rought iron or decorative metal fences that are 50% transparent shall not exceed 48-inches in height”.  In this case, the 
applicant is requesting a special exception to construct a wrought iron fence, which does meet the requirements for the special 
exception request; however, the applicant is also requesting to exceed the maximum height permitted for a front yard fence by 
four (4) inches (i.e. a 52-inch fence).  Staff should note that the Unified Development Code (UDC) is specific when referring to 
the maximum height for front yard fences, and there does not appear to be a hardship inhibiting the applicant from meeting the 
requirements.  With this being said, this request is a discretionary decision for the Planning and Zoning Commission.   
 
CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 
 
If the Planning and Zoning Commission chooses to approve the applicant’s request for a special exception to allow for a front 
yard fence, then staff would propose the following conditions of approval: 
 
(1) The applicant will be required to obtain a fence permit from the Building Inspections Department; 

 
(2) The fence be limited to a maximum of 48-inches in the front yard in accordance with the requirements of Article 08, 

Landscape and Fence Standards, of the Unified Development Code (UDC); and, 
 

(3) Any construction resulting from the approval of this request shall conform to the requirements set forth by the Unified 
Development Code (UDC), the International Building Code (IBC), the Rockwall Municipal Code of Ordinances, city 
adopted engineering and fire codes and with all other applicable regulatory requirements administered and/or enforced by 
the state and federal government. 
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PROJECT COMMENTS
CITY OF ROCKWALL
385 S. GOLIAD STREET

ROCKWALL, TEXAS 75087

PHONE: (972) 771-7700

DATE: 11/20/2020

CASE MANAGER: 

CASE MANAGER PHONE:

CASE MANAGER EMAIL:

PROJECT NUMBER:

PROJECT NAME:

SITE ADDRESS/LOCATIONS:

CASE CAPTION:

MIS2020-015

Fence Exception for 222 W. Quail Run Road

222 W QUAIL RUN RD,  ROCKWALL,  75087

Angelica Gamez

972-772-6438

agamez@rockwall.com

DEPARTMENT REVIEWER STATUS OF PROJECTDATE OF REVIEW

ENGINEERING Sarah Johnston Needs Review

11/18/2020:  M - Fence must be in property limits. There was a 25' ROW dedication in 1987 (see last page of attachments).

I - If this is approved, you will need to have a surveyor stake the Right of Way/location of the fence.

11/18/2020

DEPARTMENT REVIEWER STATUS OF PROJECTDATE OF REVIEW

BUILDING Rusty McDowell Approved

 No Comments

11/16/2020

DEPARTMENT REVIEWER STATUS OF PROJECTDATE OF REVIEW

FIRE Ariana Kistner Approved

 No Comments

11/17/2020

DEPARTMENT REVIEWER STATUS OF PROJECTDATE OF REVIEW

GIS Lance Singleton Approved

 No Comments

11/17/2020

DEPARTMENT REVIEWER STATUS OF PROJECTDATE OF REVIEW

POLICE David Gonzales N/A

 No Comments

11/20/2020

DEPARTMENT REVIEWER STATUS OF PROJECTDATE OF REVIEW

PARKS Travis Sales Approved

11/16/2020:  No comments

11/16/2020

DEPARTMENT REVIEWER STATUS OF PROJECTDATE OF REVIEW

PLANNING David Gonzales Needs Review

11/20/2020:  MIS2020-015; Front Yard Fence - Special Exception for 222 W. Quail Run Road

11/20/2020
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Please address the following comments (M= Mandatory Comments; I = Informational Comments)

I.1 This is a request for the approval of a Special Exception to allow a front yard fence on a 0.687-acre parcel of land identified as Lot 1, Block A, Barz Acre Addition, City of 

Rockwall, Rockwall County, Texas, zoned Single-Family 10 (SF-10) District, addressed as 222 W. Quail Run Road.

I.2 For questions or comments concerning this case please contact David Gonzales in the Planning Department at (972) 772-6488 or email dgonzales@rockwall.com. 

M.3 For reference, include the case number (MIS2020-015) in the lower right-hand corner of all pages of all revised plan submittals.

I.4 The front yard fence shall conform to all standards and requirements of the Unified Development Code (UDC), the staff comments provided by the Planning, Engineering, 

Building Inspections, and Fire Department as indicated in the Project Plan Review document.

I.5 The following are conditions of approval for the Planning and Zoning Commission to consider:

(1) The applicant will be required to obtain a fence permit from the Building Inspections Department;

(2) The fence be limited to a maximum of 48-inches in the front yard in accordance with the requirements of Article 08, Landscape and Fence Standards, of the Unified 

Development Code (UDC)

 

I.6 Staff has identified the aforementioned items necessary to continue the submittal process.  Please make these revisions and corrections and return to staff as soon as 

practical, and provide any additional information that is requested. 

I.7 Please note the scheduled meetings for this case: 

1) Planning & Zoning Commission meeting will be held on November 24, 2020.

I.8 Staff recommends that a representative be present for the meetings as scheduled above to answer any questions regarding the request.  The Planning and Zoning meeting 

will be held in the City’s Council Chambers, and are scheduled to begin at 6:00 p.m.
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Fence must be in
property limits. There
was a 25' ROW
dedication in 1987
(see last page).

If approved, you'll need
to have the
right-of-way staked by
a surveyor prior to
construction.



Fence must be in
property limits. There
was a 25' ROW
dedication in 1987
(see last page).
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Gamez, Angelica

From: Gonzales, David
Sent: Friday, November 20, 2020 3:52 PM
To:
Subject: P&Z Meeting Next Week - Fence Exception
Attachments: Packet [P&Z] (11.24.2020).pdf

Gary Gordon, 
 
Please find attached staff’s memo for your request. The Planning Commission will be taking action next week on 
Tuesday, November 24, 2020. Please be present for the meeting to answer any questions the Commission may have 
regarding you request. The meeting is scheduled for 6:00 p.m. in the City‘s Council Chambers.  
 
Do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions.  
 
Thank you, 
 

DAVID GONZALES, AICP 
PLANNING & ZONING MANAGER 
PLANNING & ZONING DIVISION • CITY OF ROCKWALL 
972.772.6488 OFFICE 
DGONZALES@ROCKWALL.COM 

385 S. GOLIAD STREET • ROCKWALL, TX 75087 

 
 

HELPFUL LINKS | CITY OF ROCKWALL WEBSITE | PLANNING & ZONING DIVISION WEBSITE | MUNICIPAL CODE WEBSITE 
GIS DIVISION WEBSITE | CITY OF ROCKWALL INTERACTIVE MAPS | MAIN STREET DIVISION 

 

 
 





Development Comments Page | 1 City of Rockwall, Texas 
 

MIS2020-015; Front Yard Fence - Special Exception for 222 W. Quail Run Road 
Please address the following comments (M= Mandatory Comments; I = Informational Comments) 
 
I.1 This is a request for the approval of a Special Exception to allow a front yard fence on a 0.687-acre 

parcel of land identified as Lot 1, Block A, Barz Acre Addition, City of Rockwall, Rockwall County, 
Texas, zoned Single-Family 10 (SF-10) District, addressed as 222 W. Quail Run Road. 

 
I.2 For questions or comments concerning this case please contact David Gonzales in the Planning 

Department at (972) 772-6488 or email dgonzales@rockwall.com.  
 
M.3 For reference, include the case number (MIS2020-015) in the lower right-hand corner of all pages of all 

revised plan submittals. 
 
I.4 The front yard fence shall conform to all standards and requirements of the Unified Development Code 

(UDC), the staff comments provided by the Planning, Engineering, Building Inspections, and Fire 
Department as indicated in the Project Plan Review document. 

 
I.5 The following are conditions of approval for the Planning and Zoning Commission to consider: 
 

 (1) The applicant will be required to obtain a fence permit from the Building Inspections 
Department; 

 
(2) The fence be limited to a maximum of 48-inches in the front yard in accordance with the 
requirements of Article 08, Landscape and Fence Standards, of the Unified Development Code 
(UDC) 

   
I.6 Staff has identified the aforementioned items necessary to continue the submittal process.  Please 

make these revisions and corrections and return to staff as soon as practical, and provide any 
additional information that is requested.  

 
I.7 Please note the scheduled meetings for this case:  
 

1) Planning & Zoning Commission meeting will be held on November 24, 2020. 
 
I.8 Staff recommends that a representative be present for the meetings as scheduled above to answer any 

questions regarding the request.  The Planning and Zoning meeting will be held in the City’s Council 
Chambers, and are scheduled to begin at 6:00 p.m.  
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