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CITY OF ROCKWALL 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION MEMORANDUM 
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TO: Planning and Zoning Commission 
 

FROM: David Gonzales, Planning and Zoning Manager 
 

DATE: December 30, 2019 
 

SUBJECT: MIS2019-016; Amended Treescape Plan for Lots 6 & 33, Block A, Whisper 
Rock Addition    

 

 

The applicant, Scott Lewis of RRDC, LTD is requesting approval of an amended treescape plan for the 
Whisper Rock Addition.  On December 11, 2018, the Planning and Zoning Commission approved a 
treescape plan with the final plat [i.e. Case No. P2018-043] for the Whisper Rock Subdivision, which 
indicated a total of 471-caliper inches of trees would be removed from the site and a total of 472-inches 
of trees would be replanted with the development.  In this case, the mitigation balance was to be 
satisfied by planting 118 trees within the development (i.e. four [4], four [4] inch caliper trees on each 
residential lot and six [6] trees in the common areas).  According to the approved treescape plan, Lot 
33 (which was originally Lot 5) & Lot 6 had approximately 34 Elm trees that were preserved, with the 
majority of these trees being located on Lot 6.  As a note, Lots 1-5 were replatted in September 2019 
for the purpose of establishing a franchise easement.  This replat effectively changed the lot numbers 
from Lots 1-5 to Lots 29-33.  On November 21, 2019, it was reported to staff that several of the 
preserved trees (i.e. Primary Protected Trees) had been removed without a permit or without the 
applicant seeking prior approval.  Staff notified the applicant of the violation, and the applicant stated 
that the trees had been cleared for the purpose of developing the lot.  It was the applicants’ 
understanding that these trees had been accounted for in the original mitigation plan.  In response to 
this misunderstanding, the applicant has submitted a revised treescape plan that accounts for the trees 
that were previously removed, and requests the removal of additional trees for the development of both 
residential lots.  The applicant is requesting to remove a total of 274-caliper inches from both lots (i.e. 
240-inches from Lot 6 and 34-inches from Lot 33).  With this being said, the total mitigation balance due 
for the development would be adjusted to 745-inches [i.e. 471-inches approved + 274-inches requested 
= 745-inches].  To satisfy the mitigation balance, the applicant’s treescape plan indicates a total of 186 
trees to be planted within the development (i.e. six [6], four [4] inch caliper trees on each residential lot 
and 21 trees within the common areas).        
 
According to Section 3.4, Treescape Plan Review Process, of Article IX, Tree Preservation, of the 
Unified Development Code (UDC), the Planning and Zoning Commission is responsible for reviewing 
and approving or disapproving Treescape Plans.  The decision of the Planning and Zoning Commission 
may be appealed to the City Council.  Attached to this memo is the applicant’s revised treescape plan 
indicating the trees to be removed from Lots 5 & 33, and the approved treescape plan from the final plat 
approval [i.e. Case No. P2018-043].  Should the Planning and Zoning Commission have any questions 
staff will be available at the December 30, 2019 meeting. 
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Type of Review / Notes Contact Sent Received StatusElapsedDue Remarks

(12/19/2019 10:30 AM DG)
MIS2019-016; Amended Treescape Plan for Whisper Rock Subdivision
Please address the following comments (M= Mandatory Comments; I = Informational Comments)

I.1 This is a request for the approval of a treescape plan for a0.6303-acre tract of land identified as Lots 6 & 33, Block A, Whisper Rock Addition, City of Rockwall,
Rockwall County, Texas, zoned Planned Development District 47 (PD-47) for Single-Family 10 (SF-10) District land uses, situated within the Scenic Overlay (SOV)
District, addressed as 1202 & 1206 Whisper Rock Drive.

I.2 For questions or comments concerning this case please contact David Gonzales in the Planning Department at(972) 772-6488 or email dgonzales@rockwall.com.

M.3 For reference, include the case number (MIS2019-016) in the lower right-hand corner of all pages of all revised plan submittals(i.e. site plan and landscape plan).

I.4 This project is subject to all requirements stipulated by the Unified Development Code(UDC), Planned Development District No. 47 (PD-47), and the Tree
Preservation Standards of Article IX, that are applicable to the subject property.

M.5 Treescape Plan. Please make the following clarifications/corrections on the treescape plan to ensure staff can properly review this project and convey all of the
required elements to the Planning and Zoning Commissions.   (Section 3, of Article IX, UDC):

1) Consolidate both lots onto one (1) plan and make the following changes:
a. Trees to be Removed from Lot6 = 240 inches
b. Change lot number 5 to ‘Lot 33’, this was replatted earlier this year.
c. Mitigation Calculation Table:
i. Primary Protected – 478”
ii. Remove Secondary Protected– not applicable to this plan
iii. Lot 33 Additional Trees Removed– 34”
iv. Lot 6 Additional Trees Removed– 240”
v. Trees = 745” To Be Mitigated
vi. Development to Plant 186 – 4” Trees
vii. 21 Trees in Common Area& 6 Trees Per Lot

2) The Planning and Zoning Commission will reviewand approve or disapprove the Treescape Plan. The decision of the Planning and Zoning Commission may be
appealed to the City Council. (Section 3.4, Article IX, UDC)

I.6 Staff has identified the aforementioned items necessary to continue the submittal process. Please make these revisions and corrections, and provide any
additional information that is requested. Revisions for this case will be due on January 7, 2019; however, it is encouraged for applicants to submit revisions as soon as
possible.

** Please note that the Planning & Zoning Work Session meeting will be held on December30, 2019.

I.7 Staff recommends that a representative be present for the meeting as scheduled above. The Planning and Zoning meeting will be held in the City’s Council
Chambers and will begin at 6:00 p.m.
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SITE PLAN APPROVAL LETTER  385 SOUTH GOLIAD STREET  ROCKWALL, TEXAS 75087  PHONE: (972) 771‐7745  

February 24, 2020 

 
ATTN: SCOTT LEWIS 
SCOTT LEWIS RRDC, LTD 
900 HEATHLAND CROSSING DRIVE,   
HEATH, TX   

 
RE:      MISCELLANEOUS (MIS2019‐016), Whisper Rock Tree Removal 
 
Dear Applicant: 
                                                                                                           
This  letter  serves  to  notify  you  that  the  above  referenced  case  that  you  submitted  before  the  City  of 
Rockwall was approved by the Planning and Zoning Commission on 12/30/2019. The following is a record of 
all recommendations, voting records and conditions of approval:  
 

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION: 
 
On  December  30,  2019,  the  Planning  and  Zoning  Commission  approved  a  motion  to  approve  the  amended 

treescape  plan  as  requested.    The  motion  was  approved  by  a  vote  of  4‐0,  with  Commissioners  Moller, 
Fishman, and Womble absent. 

 

Please  contact  the  City  of  Rockwall  Planning  Staff  at  (972)  771‐7745  with  any  questions  regarding  this 
matter.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
David Gonzales, AICP 
Planning and Zoning Manager 
Planning & Zoning Department 
City of Rockwall, TX 
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